
91

may-jun  t iger ta les Very affordable      Good value      Worth the splurge

Vietnamese goods 
transported by bicycle

Hanoi

Aerial view of Hanoi

Ho Chi Minh City

VIETNAM  ...  touchdown
h

a
n

o
i: 

 n
ic

k
 V

e
lt

r
e

, h
o

 c
h

i m
in

h
 c

it
y

:  
l

iz
 l

e
d

d
e

n

   INSIDER TIP
the historic Cu Chi Tunnels 

are not for everyone – don’t try 
the tunnel crawl if you suffer from 
even minor claustrophobia.

   JAVA JOLT
charming La Fenêtre Soleil 

features soaring ceilings, 
large French-style windows, 
a chandelier and vintage 
mismatched furniture. tasty 
Japanese-influenced snacks 
grace the menu and there’s a 
remarkable range of teas and 
coffees. 2F, 135 Le thanh ton, 
District 1, tel: +84 (0)8 3822 
5209

   CHEAP EATS 
Wrap and Roll is a cheerful 

Vietnamese snack food chain 
with outlets dotting the city. as 
the name suggests, most menu 
selections are of the roll variety 
– with the beef pho rolls coming 
highly recommended. 62 hai Ba 
trung, District 1, tel: +84 (0)8 
3823 4030

   TOP TABLES 
Le Toit Gourmand is well 

worth the trek for a unique 
French dining experience. the 
set menu features your choice of 
three starters per person, main 
course, dessert, cheese platter, 
armagnac and coffee served up 
by the effervescent owner. 31/4 
hoang Viet, tan Binh District, tel: 
+84 (0)8 3811 7003 

   AT YOUR LEISURE 
the Saigon Zoo is a cheap 

and no-frills but fun diversion for 
travelling families. Elephants, 
zebras, giraffes, monkeys and 
more can be seen, and there are 
mini cyclos that kids can pedal. 
cnr nguyen Binh Khiem and Le 
Duan, District 1

   LATE & LIVELY
Purple Jade is the bar at the 

recently opened intercontinental, 
and features opulent décor, a 
large central bar and live music. 
their delicious mojitos are strong 
and refreshing. cnr hai Ba trung 
and Le Duan, District 1, tel: +84 
(0)8 3520 9099

   OVERNIGHT
The Duxton is a four-star 

hotel with comfortable rooms, a 
swimming pool and a great city 
centre location. Room rates start 
from US$130 (S$182/a$142) a 
night. 63 ngyuen hue, District 1, 
tel: +84 (0)8 3822 2999,  www.
duxton.com.au/saigon 

   INSIDER TIP
arrange your airport 

transportation to the city ahead 
of time through your hotel 
and use only reputable taxi 
companies like Taxi Van Xuan 
and Mai Linh.

   SHOP TALK
E-Store is little more than a 

doorway, but it overflows with 
bargain-priced electronics, 
including hard-to-find cables, 
in-line headphone amplifiers, 
adapters and name-brand 
headphones and earbuds. 426a 
Duong Lang St, tel: +84 (0)4 
2245 1097, www.e-store.com.vn 

   JAVA JOLT
Reputedly French star 

catherine Deneuve’s favourite 
place for a cuppa during the 
filming of the 1992 movie 
indochine, Kinh Do Café is also 
famous for its sour yogurt. 252 
hang Bong, hoan Kiem District

   CHEAP EATS 
at Van Beo Ngan, it’s all 

about the duck – boiled muscovy 
duck prepared in the traditional 
Vietnamese fashion with fresh 
aromatics, vegetables, noodles 
and broth. Delicious! 198 thai ha 
St, Dong Da District

   TOP TABLES 
the antidote to a strict diet of 

street food, Chica is an oasis of 
steak, wine and refined service. 

on monday and tuesday, enjoy 
set menu meals that include 
australian steaks and free-flow 
wine, with labels from chile, 
France, argentina and elsewhere. 
8F, 27 hang Be District, tel: +84 
(0)4 2243 437 

   AT YOUR LEISURE 
Thanh Long Water Puppet 

Theater offers audiences a 
glimpse of traditional Vietnamese 
culture, which sadly loses a 
bit of ground every day in the 
battle against newfangled 
entertainment. 57B, Dinh tien 
hoang, tel: +84 (0)4 824 9494

   OVERNIGHT 
Located opposite central 

Railway Station, Mercure Hanoi 
La Gare is an inviting oasis in 
the heart of the bustling city 
centre, with 102 spacious rooms, 
a French brasserie, internal 
courtyard and gym. 94 Ly thuong 
Kiet Street hoan Kiem District, 
tel: +84 (0)4 3944 7766, www.
mercure.com  

   SHOP TALK
Recently opened L’Usine 

is a lifestyle concept store 
evoking a 1930’s garment 
factory. Fashion, homeware, 
shoes and vintage bicycles 
are available, plus there’s a 
small art gallery and a café. 
15/1 Dong Khoi, District 1, tel: 
+84 (0)8 6674 3565

   LATE & LIVELY 
thanks to a casual 

ambience, a spacious dance 
floor and inviting drink 
specials, Dragonfly is a 
magnet for the late-night 
crowd. Enjoy a cheap drink 
and a puff of the shisha. 
15 hang Buom St, www.
dragonfly.vn
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