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 Very affordable      Good value      Worth the splurge

   InsIder TIp  
You’ve heard of Halong Bay 

cruises but don’t overlook the 
Jewel of the Delta cruises along 
the famed Red River.  
www.jewelofthedelta.com

   shop Talk  
Hanoi’s 2,000-year-old Old 

Quarter was once made up of 36 
streets, each with one specialty. 
Times haven’t changed much, 
with Hang Bai selling electronic 
goods, Hang Bo specialising in 
late-night barbeque, Hang Luoc 
dealing in plastic flowers and 
To Tich doing a brisk business 
in tasty fruit cups and roast 
chestnuts. 

   Cheap eaTs  
Located on a street well-

known for its chicken stalls, Viet 
Ha serves up honey chicken 
barbequed over coals and 
features street-level seating, 
bargain prices and even fried 
bread. Last stall on Ly Van Phuc 
St, Ba Dinh District

   Top Tables  
Tong Duy Tan Street is home 

to plenty of 24-hour street food 
eateries. For those interested 
in something a little more 
upmarket, there’s also European-
Asian fusion eatery Bleu de Thuy 
and charcuterie Corchon D’Or. Ba 
Dinh District -

   aT Your leIsure 
Billed as the best little 

bookstore in Southeast Asia, 
Bookworm boasts an impressive 
selection of reading material on 
Vietnam, from translations of 
short stories by contemporary 
Vietnamese authors to weighty 
coffee table tomes. 4B Pho Yen 
The, Ba Dinh District, tel: +84 
(0)4 3747 8778

   laTe & lIvelY  
Bar, gallery and performance 

space Tadioto has regular live 
music shows, an interesting 
group of regulars and an owner 
who knows just about everyone 
there is to know in Hanoi. 113 
Trieu Viet Vuong, Hai Ba Trung 
District

   overnIghT  
It may not strike visitors as a 

must-stay accommodation but 
with private rooms, a rooftop 
with barbeques and an always 
busy bar downstairs, Hanoi 
Backpackers has plenty to 
recommend it. 48 Ngo Huyen, 
Hoan Kiem District 

Halong Bay

Hanoi

Java JolT 
Located on Hanoi’s best-

known street for java, Cong 
Ca Phe is arguably the area’s 
best coffee shop. The name 
means Communist café and 
you’ll know it by the pictures 
of Chairman Mao on the walls.  
152D Trieu Viet Vuong St, Hai 
Ba Trung District

   InsIder TIp 
Residents of this historic city 

take pride in their appearance 
and visitors who present 
themselves with polish are likely 
to enjoy service levels to match.

   shop Talk 
Cincinati Leather Boutique 

features colourful leatherware, 
from satchels and handbags to 
wallets and passport holders. 177 
Dong Khoi, District 1, tel: +84 (0)8 
3829 2007, www.cincinati.vn

   Java JolT 
A cosy bolthole offering 

smooth Lavazza brews, Kita 
Coffee House is the perfect 
pit stop for a caffeine fix. Light, 
bright and contemporary, the 
space is small but the coffee 
packs a punch. 39 Nguyen Hue, 
District 1, tel: +84 (0)8 3821 5300

   Cheap eaTs 
For a vegetarian take on 

Vietnamese cuisine, try the 
healthy meals at Tib Chay. 
Specialties include a tasty 
jackfruit salad and a chilli and 
lemongrass tofu. Menu items are 
priced from VND30,000 (S$2/
A$2). 11 Tran Nhat Duat, District 
1, tel: +84 (0)8 3843 6460

   Top Tables 
A contemporary space with 

a top-floor bar and terrace, 
Sandals serves up modern 
cuisine at moderate prices. A 

relative newcomer to the city’s 
dining scene, this popular eatery 
pulls in the punters with its 
innovative cocktail list and menu 
of mouth-watering dishes like 
lamb kofta (meatballs). 93 Hai 
Ba Trung, District 1, tel: +84 (0)8 
3827 5198 

   laTe & lIvelY 
A sleek and stylish wine 

bar, QD Bar & Lounge is a 
sophisticated alternative to the 
city’s standard nightlife haunts. 
Its decadent interior makes it the 
perfect place to relax with a glass 
of wine. 3F, 138 Ton That Dam, 
District 1, tel: +84 (0)8 3821 5338

   overnIghT 
The city centre’s newly opened 

InterContinental Asiana Saigon 
lives up to the brand’s high 
standard with plush rooms, a 
health club, spa and swimming 
pool. Cnr Hai Ba Trung and Le 
Duan, District 1, tel: +84 (0)8 
3520 9999, www.ichotelsgroup.
com 

The People’s 
Committee Building

Ho Chi Minh City

aT Your leIsure
For reading material on 

art, architecture and cuisine, 
look no further than niche 
bookshop Artbook. Its well-
chosen selection includes 
some great titles on Vietnam-
focused style, in particular. 
43 Dong Khoi, District 1, tel: 
+84 (0)8 3502 1559)
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